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The Divorce Process: From Filing to Judgment
The divorce process is often daunting and confusing for those unfamiliar with the legal system. Depending on
how well you and your spouse can work together, you may have a little, or a lot, of contact with the Court. It is
possible to finalize a divorce without ever setting foot into a courtroom. This flowchart offers a visual
representation of the process, including the three ways an action can resolve: contested, uncontested, and
default.*
Petitioner (Spouse initiating
the action) files a Petition
for Dissolution, Legal
Separation, or Nullity, along
with a Summons.

Serve Petition and
Summons on Respondent
(Other Spouse)

Waiting Period. Respondent
has 30 days to file a response.

Depending on the response, the action may proceed one of the following three ways:
Contested

Uncontested

Default

Response filed; parties in
disagreement. Both parties prepare
and serve Preliminary Declarations
of Disclosure.

Response filed; parties in
agreement. Both parties prepare
and serve Preliminary Declarations
of Disclosure.

No response filed; Petitioner
prepares and serves Preliminary
Declarations of Disclosure. Default
of Respondent Entered.

If temporary orders are needed,
hearings take place. Orders are
generally temporary pending final
judgment.

Parties finalize agreement and
execute Marital Settlement
Agreement, Final Judgment, and
other necessary documents.

Parties may come to agreement and
proceed as uncontested. If no
agreement, Petitioner submits
proposed Final Judgment and other
documents.

*The information provided in this document is for informational purposes only and should not be considered legal advice on any subject matter.
This information may not reflect the most current legal developments. You should not act on this information without consulting legal counsel.

Contested
Continued

Discovery by both parties over
months or years.

Uncontested
Continued

Final Judgment entered by Court.
Termination date of marriage
defined. Parties restored to status
of unmarried persons.

Default
Continued

Final Judgment entered by Court.
Termination date of marriage
defined. Parties restored to status
of unmarried persons.

Parties attend settlement
conference. If no settlement
agreement, proceed to trial.

Trial held. Final Judgment entered
by Court. Parties restored to status
of unmarried persons.

Please contact my office if you would like to schedule a consultation to discuss your specific matter.
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